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REF I JCS 2766 

1. BT NOW YOU WILL HAVE RECEIVED THE ABOVE MESSAGE 
ASKING YOUR DESIRES CONCERNING THE COMPOSITION OF THE 
30,000-MAN PACKAGE, OVER THE ABOVE THE PROGRAM 5 CEILING, TO BE 
DEPLOYED BY 15 JUNE 1968. THE REASONS THAT I AM QUERYING YOU RATHER 
THAN RELYING UPON YOUR EARLIER REQUESTS ARE THESE: 

A. YOUR RECENTLY FORWARDED A REQUEST FOR 3,316 PERSONNEL 

TO SUPPORT FORCES ALREADY DEPLOYED. 

B. I WISH TO EMPHASIZE TO YOU THE DECISION HAS NOT YET 

BEEN TAKEN TO DEPLOY THE 30,000-MAN PACKAGE; HOWEVER, THERE APPEARS 
TO BE SUBSTANTIAL AGREEMENT THAT THIS IS THE PROPER COURSE. 
FURTHERMORE, I WISI TO EMPHASIZE THAT NO DECISION HAS BEEN TAKEN 
TO PROVIDE YOU FORCES OVER AND ABOVE THE 30,C00-MAN PACKAGE. 

C. YOU WILL NEED TO MAKE A CHOICE OF UNITS FROM THOSE 
WHICH WE WILL HAVE AVAILABLE FOLLOWING THE RESERVE CALL-UP. A 
LISTING OF FORCES AVAILABLE FOR DEPLOYMENT BY 15JWEIS CONTAINED 
IN THE REFERENCE. 

D. I AM CONCERNED THAT, IF WE WORKED UP A 30,000-KAN 
PACKAGE HERE BASED UPON YOUR EARLIER REQUESTS, YOU WOULD END UP 
WITH AN UNBALANCED FORCE IN SOUTH VIETNAM, PERHAPS ONE WHICH YOU 
COULD NOT SUPPORT; THEREFORE, WE NEED YOUR VIEWS AS TO WHAT IS 
NEEDED TO GIVE YOU A BALANCED FORCE. 
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2. AS I INFORMED YOU IN MY EARLIER MESSAGE IT IS AGREED THAT 
THE 12,545 CIVILLANIZATION PROGRAM WILL BE CANCELED. THIS ACTION 
RAISES THE PROGRAM 5 CEILING TO 537,545. THE STAFF ASSURES ME 
THAT THE SUBJECT 12,545 PERSONNEL ARE NOW IN-COUNTRY AND THAT NO 
CIVILIANIZATIGN OF THESE MILITARY SPACES HAS TAKEN PLACE. IF 

THIS IS NOT THE CASE PLEASE ADVISE ME. 

3. I DO NOT WISH TO SHUNT MY TROUBLES ON TO YOU; HOWEVER, TO 
GUIDE YOU IN YOUR THINKING AND PLANNING, I FEEL I MUST TELL YOU 
FRANKLY THAT THERE IS STRONG RESISTANCE FROM ALL QUARTERS TO PUTTING 
MORE GROUND FORCE UNITS IN SOUTH VIETNAM. THE CALL-UP OF RESERVES 
AND THE CONCOMITANT ACTIONS THAT MUST BE TAKIN WILL RAISE INSHIRTED 
HELL IN MANY INFLUENTIAL QUARTERS, AND I FIND THAT THERE IS 
SUBSTANTIAL SENTIMENT THAT THE 30,000 INCREMINT SHOULD NOT BE 
DEPLOYED. I TELL YOU THIS BECAUSE I FEEL YOU MUST WOW THAT, WHILE 

A RESERVE CALL-UP WILL IMPROVE MARKEDLY THE CONUS STRATEGIC RESERVE 
AND PUT US IN A POSITION TO HONOR FURTHER REQUESTS FROM YOU, YOU 
SHOULD NOT COUNT UPON AND AFFIRMATIVE DECISION FOR SU(H ADDITIONAL 
FORCES. WITH THIS CHEERLESS COUNSEL I WILL SIGN OFF. WARM REGARDS. 
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